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and the two contrived fresh projects for frightening the Count still
farther; and still farther exciting and confirming the affection of
the Countess for Wilhelm.
With this intention, the whole story was related to the Coun-
tess. She, indeed, expressed her displeasure at such conduct;
but from that time she became more thoughtful, and in peaceful
moments seemed to be considering, pursuing and painting out that
scene which had been prepared for her.
The preparations, now going forward on every side, left no room
for doubt that the armies were soon to move in advance, and the
Prince at the same time to change his head-quarters. It was even
said that the Count intended leaving his Castle, and returning to
the city. Our players could therefore, without difficulty, calculate
the aspect of their stars; yet none of them, except Melina, took
any measures in consequence: the rest strove only to catch as
much enjoyment as they could from the moment that was passing
over them.
Wilhelm, in the mean time, was engaged with a peculiar task.
The Countess had required from him a copy of his writings;
and he looked on this request as the noblest recompense for his
labours.
A young author, who has not yet seen himself in print, will, in
such a case, apply no ordinary care to provide a clear and beautiful
transcript of his works.    It is like the golden age of authorship:
he feels transported into those centuries when the press had not
inundated the world with so many useless writings, when none
but excellent performances were copied, and kept by the noblest
men; and he easily admits the illusion, that his own accurately
\led and measured manuscript may itself prove an excellent per-
nance, worthy to be kept and valued by some future critic.
The Prince being shortly to depart, a great entertainment had
Appointed in honour of him.   Many ladies of the neighbour-
ere invited; and the Countess had dressed herself betimes*
'occasion, she had taken a costlier suit than usual.    Her
s, and the decorations of her hair, were more exquisite
»\: she wore all her jewels.    The Baroness, too, had
nost to appear with becoming taste and splendour.
observing that both ladies, in expectation of their
- time rather tedious, proposed to send for Wilhelm,
v*\to present his manuscript, now completed, and
9 other little pieces.    He came; and on his

